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R is for Research

IDEAS

Where do ideas come from? Is the message clear aimteresting? Are details used effectively?
The Sea ChedPersonal experience of growing up an only child gren having a foster sister

come into our family

Little Loon and PapaEditor-inspired but based on the loons of Rangebe and my own and
my son’s childhood fear of the water
Dawdle DucklinglInspired by a true event but woven throughout \withson’s personality and
my own childhood love of ducks
Ready or Not, Dawdle Ducklingnspired by my illustrator and the animal charesthe added to
the first volume but woven throughout with my sostsong attachment to his friends
Adventure Annie Goes to Workditor-inspired story based on my own “inner child

Our Librarian Won’t Tell Us ANYTHING! Inspired by a true story told by my librarian friea
colleague, Diane Skorupski
Fire Up with Readinginspired by a schoolwide reading incentive progtatasigned and ran
The Great Dewey Huninspired by a cross-grade Dewey scavenger hurgigded and ran
R is for Researchnspired byl is for Library, another popular UpstartBooks title.

The Library Doorslnspired by the song “The Wheels on the Bus.”



ORGANIZATION

Is there a beginning, middle, and end? Is the piedogical? Is the structure interesting and
appropriate?

The Sea ChedFrame Story): The first and last double-page spreads tell a nmoskery while in
the internal story Auntie Maita tells the storyhafr childhood 70+ years ago.

Ready or Not, Dawdle Ducklin@Pattern of Three) Dawdle Duckling tries (after a fashion) three
times to hide and fails each time before he finallgceeds.

Adventure Annie Goes to WortPattern of Three) Annie tries and fails three times before she
finds the missing report.

Fire Up with Reading(Pattern of Three) Patty tries and fails three times. Unlike Dawdleg
ultimately loses, but gets her reward despite diss.|

R is for Researcl{Alphabetical) The story is arranged alphabetically and the BigeBo
underlies the research process (1. Task Definifomformation Seeking Strategies, 3. Location
and Access, 4. Use of Information, 5. Synthesi§waluation).

The Library Doors(Song Adaptation) The story unfolds by following a group of studeimtshe
library participating in many of the common primamade activities while also staying true to the
rhythm and meter of the original song.

VOICE

Does the voice match the author and the intended dience? Does the voice engage the reader and
arouse emotion?

Dawdle DucklingThe voice here is light, sassy, and playful toadhd2awdle’s character and the
needs of the young audience.

The Sea Chesthe voice here is quiet and reflective to matchnio®d of the story unfolding.
Our Librarian Won't Tell Us ANYTHING! The first-person character voice is sprightly and
childlike, moving the story along quickly.

Fire Up with ReadingThe first-person character voice reflects Patty4 shyness.

The Great Dewey Hunthe first-person character voice reflects Hugh Ab#ry’s friendliness.

WORD CHOICE

Is the vocabulary fresh, precise, appealing, and sprising? Are there strong verbs and colorful
phrases?

Little Loon and PapaStrong Verbs: quivers, wobbles, squeeze, tuck,digappear, dips, tips,
kick-kicks

Kate Taylor, a loon biologist, read the manusdaptaccuracy of language as well as loon calls:
HOO HOO HOO HOO HOO HOO

peep peep (peenting)
AHA-OOO-O000’'0O000-000-AHHH!

Dawdle Ducklingl took painstaking care in creating the pairededitive verbs for this story:
Dawdles and dreams

Preens and plays

Splashes and spins



Dunks and dips
Looks and leaps

For both of these titles, my research guided mecaBse | hope that children will learn about the
animals who serve as characters in my books whenrérad them, | embed a lot of natural
science information in the language.

Adventure Annie Goes to WoW/ord choice reflects Annie Grace’s exuberant spiri
| squizzle into my sparkle tights

and grab my adventure cape.

The telephone rings.

| zip to the kitchen.

Our Librarian Won't Tell Us ANYTHING! There was a lot of fun involved in word choice for
this book.

Carmen is cranky and sarcastic:

“Don’t even bother. Our librarian won't tell us MYHING!”

“See! |told you she wouldn't tell you anything.”

Robert is fresh and funny:

“Wait!” | bounced up. Cool earrings but not mudreanemory. “You were taking me to the
mammal books!”

What? Librarians help people—like police but withthe trouble.

Mrs. Skorupski’'s expressions are funny and eye-winkg:

“Okily dokily”

“Yes. You certainly did.”

They define her character and give young readengtong to remember her by.

The Library DoorsFor each activity in the library, | had to chooke between a variety of words
to describe the actions.
Repeated

The children in our school can
COME AND GO,

COME AND GO,

COME AND GO.

The children in our school can
COME AND GO

all through the day!

Without Repetition

The catalog screen lists
AUTHORS WE LIKE,

TITLES WE KNOW,
SUBJECTS WE WANT.

The catalog screen lists
BOOKS WE NEED

all through the day!



SENTENCE FLUENCY
Is there variety in sentence structures? Do theydw smoothly? Is the piece enjoyable to read
aloud?
Little Loon and Papa
Papa Loon calls
to his timid Little Loon:
HOO HOO
HOO HOO
HOO HOO
Time for diving lessons.

Oh, no.
Little Loon backs away.

The Sea Chest

City lights flicker in the dusk like winking firais.

| hold my Auntie Maita’s papery hand.

Together we stare at the shiny photo in her lagghed so often with hope, the edges curl.
My heartbeat rushes in an impatient waltz as wehvidr the stranger to arrive.

The Great Dewey Hunt

The three of us came up with ten perfect objects.

| contributed my small furry Bigfoot, a space alestion figure, and a 3D red plastic question
mark.

Louis added a tiny computer keychain and a pighastcard of the public library.

Plus, he drew a map showing the lost continentttnis.

Freida added a rolled newspaper from her dollhcars@d for encyclopedias from the recycling
basket, a rubber sea monster from the science mysewd a miniature blank book.

CONVENTIONS
Are the “rules” of punctuation, spelling, grammar, and formatting followed?

As we like to say, “you have to know the rules tedk them effectively.” And editors/teachers
are there to help!



Titles by Other Authors

IDEAS: Titles by Other Authors
Susan Taylor Brown
Can | Pray with My Eyes Open?
http://www.susantaylorbrown.com/pray.html
Mary Casanova
One Dog Canoe
http://www.marycasanova.com/books/one.html
Dori Chaconas
On a Wintry Morning
http://iwww.cynthialeitichsmith.com/lit_resourcesttaors/stories_behind/storychac
onas.html
One Little Mouse
http://iwww.cynthialeitichsmith.com/lit_resourcesttaors/stories_behind/storychac
onasl.html
Shutta Crum
Read a “story behind the story” page for each lijlelicking on “All About . . .”
http://www.shuttacrum.com/books.html
Jane Kurtz
Faraway Home
http://iwww.janekurtz.com/background_faraway.html
Water Hole Waiting
http://www.janekurtz.com/FAQwater.html
Christine Kole MacLean
Even Firefighters Hug Their Moms
http://www.christinekolemaclean.com/firefightersriht
Everybody Makes Mistakes
http://www.christinekolemaclean.com/mistakes.html
Pooja Makhijani
Mama’s Saris
http://www.poojamakhijani.com/note.html
Lynn Plourde
Each title link from this page leads to a “storying the story” section
http://www.lynnplourde.com/picturebooks.html
Robin Pulver
Each title link from this page leads to brief “stédehind the story” information
http://www.robinpulver.com/
Joan Sandin
Coyote School News
http://members.authorsguild.net/joansandin/worki.ht
Cynthia Leitich Smith
Jingle Dancer
http://cynthialeitichsmith.blogspot.com/2004/07gle-dancer.html
Jennifer Ward
Read the “story behind the story” for each titletiois page.
http://iwww.jenniferwardbooks.com/aboutbooks.htmk#atigarden
Jane Yolen
Read at least a paragraph of “story behind the"sitaformation for each title.
http://www.janeyolen.com/pictbooks.html

ORGANIZATION: Titles by Other Authors
Jennifer Ward
Over in the Garder{Counting Story with rhythm and rhyme)
There Was a Coyote Who Swallowed a Fl&@umulative Story)
The Seed and the Giant Saguaf@ircular Story and Cumulative Story)
Forest Bright, Forest Night(Flip-Flop Story) Two perspectives to one given plot
element, in this case a habitat by day and a hdhyjtaight.
Andrea Beaty
When Giants Come to Plagkes place in a single day.
Jane Kurtz
In the Small, Small Nightemploys a story within a story.
Linda Sue Park
Bee-bim Boplis written in rhymed quatrains, following a motfzerd daughter as
they shop, cook, and then eat their Korean meadorAewhat varied refrain adds
interest.

VOICE: Titles by Other Authors
Andrea Beaty
When Giants Come to Playhe voice isvhimsical and lyrical.
Dori Chaconas
Dancing with KatyaThe voice isvarm and folksy.
Shutta Crum
Hairy ToeandMountain Song AuthenticSouthern storytelling voice
Fox and Fluff Fox’s voice ispragmatic and street-tough
Schachner, Judy
Skippyjon JonesSkippy has &dumorous and sassyoice.

WORD CHOICE: Titles by Other Authors
Jacqueline Davies
House Takes a Vacatioflever use of puns throughout.
Uma Krishnaswami
Mosoon enploysstrong verbs internal rhyme, andalliteration .
Jane Kurtz
Rain Rompemploysinternal rhyme, strong verbs andsurprising word choices
Schachner, Judy
Skippyjon Jonesncludes aelicious mix of real and fanciful Spanish words
throughout that add to the humor of the story

SENTENCE FLUENCY: Titles by Other Authors

Andrea Beaty
When Giants Come to Playery long sentences in beginning and end, short
sentences in pairs, medium-length sentences spdrktoughout.

Angela Johnson
Violet's Music Short musical phrases interspersed between loregeative
sentences.

Jacqueline Briggs Martin
The Water Gift and the Pig of the Pilany sentences in are quite short but they
are combined with some longer sentences that casztatrast and change the feel
of the narration.






